
For your fridge! From the ABC Readers of Project Cornerstone. 

1.The story: 
STAND TALL, MOLLY LOU MELLON by Patty 
Lovell.  

Molly Lou Melon is smaller than the aver-
age first grader, has big buck teeth, has a 
voice like a bullfrog being squeezed by a 
boa constrictor, and can sometimes be 
fumble-fingered.  

But her grandmother tells her to stand 
tall, smile big, sing loud, and walk proud 
and the whole world will smile, sing, and 
walk with her. 

The advice for positive thinking helps  
when Molly moves to a new city and starts 
a new school. A boy tries to use bullying 
behavior to make her feel bad about her 
unique qualities. 

Molly remembers what her grandmother 
said and stands tall, smiles big, sings 
loud, and walks proud. She doesn’t take 
the bait!  

2. Class Discussion: 
We discussed 2 important points:
1. The Power of Caring Adults. Reinforcing 

a lesson from SIMON’S HOOK last year, 
STAND TALL, MOLLY LOU MELON also 
has a grandmother as an important caring 
adult in the main character’s life.

2. The Power of Positive Thinking. Each 
child shared to the class a skill or quality 
about themselves that helps them stand 
tall. We wrote this on a keepsake cup, to 
remind them of the lesson and their pow-
erful positive self-talk.  

Why this is important: 
Kids are empowered by caring adults who 
reinforce positive thinking, like standing 
tall, which can help targets and bystanders 
become upstanders in the community.

3. At Home:
*Parents, please review the fascinating 
cover and story with your child. 

*Conversation starter: Ask your child to 
describe something about him/her self 
that helps them “stand tall.” (Standing tall 
means having confidence and pride in 
yourself.) 

*Parent-child bonding moment: Reveal 
something about yourself that helps you 
stand tall. 

*Bonus Conversation Starter: Tell your 
child about a Caring Adult *you* had 
when you were his/her age. 


